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Annual  Report 

for  No.  2 Area  for  1962 

, comprising  : — 

Axminstiir  Rural,  Honiton  Borough.  Honiton  Rural. 
Ottlry  St.  Mary  Urfun  and  Seaton  Urban. 

R.  C.  MacLeod,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


This  is  the  6th  Annual  Report  I have  presented.  I shall,  as  in 
previous  years,  comment  on  services  provided  in  the  area  by  the 
County  Council  as  well  as  on  those  provided  by  District  Councils. 


Infectious  Disease. 

Compared  with  1961  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  rose  but  all  of  the  increase  in  the  area  was  accounted  for 
by  measles. 

1962 


Ottery  St. 

Axminster  Honiton  Honiton  Mary  Seaton 

Rural  Borough  Rural  Urban  Urban  Total 


Scarlet  Fever  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  0 

Measles  165 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  0 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  2 

Tuberculosis  (non-respiratory)  0 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  0 

Meningococcal  Infection  0 

Encephalitis  ...  ...  0 

Dysentery ...  0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  0 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  2 

Food  Poisoning 0 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  0 


0 

5 

59 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 


1 

2 

44 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 


0 0 2 

0 0 7 

6 61  335 

0 0 0 

1 0 6 

0 0 1 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 14 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 


170  77  50 


7 61  365 


Diphtheria. 

Once  again  no  cases  have  been  reported  during  the  year.  It  is 
essential,  however,  that  immunisation  against  this  disease  should 
continue  and  all  parents  should  ensure  that  their  children  are 
immunised. 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
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Food  Hygiene. 

Many  visits  to  food  handling  premises  were  made  during  the 
year.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  public  is  becoming  more  conscious 
of  the  necessity  for  food  hygiene  and  this  aids  us  very  much  in 
our  task.  The  standard  continues  to  rise  but  vigilance  is  required 
at  all  times.  It  is  astounding  how  easily  standards  can  fall  when, 
say,  an  efficient  manager  is  on  leave,  or  there  is  a change  in  staff. 

Immunisation. 

The  system  whereby  with  the  co-operation  of  the  County 
Medical  Department,  immunisation  figures  for  the  five  districts 
covered  by  this  report  can  be  compiled  separately  from  those  of  the 
County  as  a whole  has  been  continued.  The  numbers  inoculated 
are  shown  below  : — 


Primary 

Booster  Total 

Smallpox  ... 

...  367  

352 

719 

Triple* 

...  322  (9  incomplete)t 

84 

406 

Diphtheria-Tetanus 

... 

12 

12 

Diphtheria-Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

6 

Tetanus 

51  (6  incomplete)t 

57 

108 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

— 

2 

745 

508 

1253 

*Combined  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  vaccines. 
tMost  of  these  will  be  completed  in  1963. 


Legislation. 

The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Bill  was  introduced 
during  November,  1962.  This  makes  provision  for  the  health, 
safety  and  welfare  of  persons  employed  in  offices,  shops,  and  certain 
railway  premises.  This  timely  legislation  will  obviously  increase 
the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  considerably  as  not  only 
will  the  initial  surveys  of  premises  take  much  time  but  numerous 
inspections  will  be  required  over  the  period  allowed  for  the  achieve- 
ment of  the  necessary  standards. 

Poliomyelitis. 

No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis. 

Seven  cases  were  notified.  As  I stated  in  my  last  report  small 
numbers  of  cases  must  be  expected  to  occur  over  the  next  few 
years.  Final  elimination  of  the  disease  may  present  special 
problems. 

At  present  all  children  in  Primary  Schools  are  Heaf  tested  (a 
simple  skin  test)  to  see  whether  they  have  been  exposed  to  the 
infection.  Those  who  are  shown  to  have  been  so  exposed  are 
X-rayed  together  with  their  families  as  a precautionary  measure. 
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It  should  be  remembered  that  all  middle  aged  and  older 
persons  in  this  country  have  been  exposed  to  this  infection  at  one 
time  or  another  and  all  but  a few  have  overcome  it  without  develop- 
ing the  disease.  The  discovery  of  children  with  a positive  skin  test 
may  however  lead  us  to  undetected  cases. 

Children  in  Senior  Schools,  including  private  schools,  are  also 
Heaf  tested  and  if  negative  are  offered  B.C.G.  vaccination  against 
Tuberculosis.  This  vaccination  is  carried  out  by  me  throughout 
the  six  districts  of  my  area. 


Cancer. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchus 
was  eighteen,  six  more  than  last  year,  yet  the  total  number  of 
cancer  deaths  shows  no  definite  upward  trend.  There  were,  in 
fact,  around  eighty  deaths  in  1945  and  again  in  1950.  In  addition 
to  these  there  were  in  1962  eighteen  deaths  where  cancer  was  a 
factor  though  not  the  main  cause  of  death. 


Lungs  and  Bronchus.  All  types  including  Lungs  and  Bronchus. 

(1956  1957  1958  1959  1960  1961  1962)  (1956  1957  1958  1959  1960  1961  1962) 
Axminster  Rural.  Popuulation  14.510 — 


4 5 9 8 6 4 9 

22  36 

36 

32 

36 

41 

44 

Honiton  Borough.  Population  4,550— 
2 0 2 2 0 2 1 

6 13 

11 

12 

8 

8 

5 

Honiton  Rural.  Population  6,970 — 

3 1113  2 3 

17  9 

17 

17 

14 

16 

16 

Ottery  St.  Mary  Urban.  Population  4.080 — ■ 

Na  1 2 2 1 1 1 73 

16 

12 

12 

10 

14 

Seaton  Urban.  Population  3,360 — 

2 1 1 2 2 3 4 

9 8 

7 

16 

9 

14 

16 

11  8 15  15  12  12  18 

61  69 

87 

89 

79 

89 

95 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  47. 

No  action  was  required  under  this  section. 

Welfare  of  Old  People. 

The  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  in  Seaton  and  Honiton  con- 
tinued to  be  much  needed  and  much  appreciated.  1,421  meals  were 
served  in  Seaton  and  district,  and  1,153  in  Honiton.  A very  fine 
effort  indeed. 

During  the  year  a full  time  Chiropodist  was  appointed  and 
now  holds  clinics  at  Honiton,  Seaton,  Ottery  St.  Mary,  Beer  and 
Branscombe. 
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Hospitals. 

There  are  three  hospitals  in  the  area  : — 

(1)  Axminster : Accommodation  is  as  follows: — 

15  beds  for  general  medical  and  surgical  cases  including 
one  private  and  one  amenity  bed. 

(2)  Honiton  : Accommodation  is  as  follows  : — 

153  beds  in  all.  104  chronic  sick,  26  welfare,  7 maternity 
and  16  acute  medical  and  minor  surgical. 

(3)  Ottery  St.  Mary  : Accommodation  is  as  follows  : — 

23  beds  in  all.  19  general  medical  and  minor  surgical,  and 
4 chronic  sick. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  from  the  area  go  to  Whipton 
Isolation  Hospital.  The  Resident  Physician  and  his  staff  have 
been  most  helpful  at  all  times. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Co-operation  between  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at 
Exeter  and  the  Public  Health  Department  has  been  close. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  at  Axminster,  Millwey  Rise, 
Colyton,  Honiton,  Seaton  and  Ottery  St.  Mary.  The  number  of 
sessions  held  and  the  attendances  were  as  follows  : — 

Axminster 

Number  of  sessions  held — 12. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies) — 109. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers) — 53. 

Millwey  Rise 

Number  of  sessions  held — 24. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies) — 174. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers) — 138. 

Colyton 

Number  of  sessions  held — 24. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies) — 154. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers) — 146. 

Honiton 

Number  of  sessions  held — 35. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies) — 563. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers) — 254. 

Seaton. 

Number  of  sessions  held — 23. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies) — 175. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers) — 63. 

Ottery  St.  Mary 

Number  of  sessions  held — 24. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (babies) — 420. 

Total  number  of  attendances  (toddlers) — 360. 
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Water  Supplies. 

East  Devon  Water  Board. 

During  the  year,  a new  pumping  station,  treatment  plant  and 
storage  reservoir  have  been  constructed  at  Wilmington  to  utilise 
the  full  yield  of  the  spring  source. 

The  installation  of  pumping  plant  in  the  new  borehole  at 
Greatwell,  Ottery  St.  Mary,  has  increased  the  supply  available  from 
this  underground  source;  a service  reservoir  and  pumping  station 
has  been  c^onstructed  at  Roundball  Hill  to  distribute  this  water  to 
the  Honiton  area  and  reduce  the  dependence  on  the  spring  source 
at  St.  Gyres. 

Weather  conditions  during  early  July  caused  a very  heavy 
demand  for  water  and  the  total  output  from  all  the  sources  of 
supply  reached  nearly  2 million  g.p  d. 

The  average  consumption  over  the  year  was  1.43  m.g.p.d. 

A total  of  660  samples  of  treated  water  were  examined  of 
which  658  were  found  to  be  fully  satisfactory. 

Colyton  Feoffees  Water  Supply. 

This  water  supply  while  it  has  so  far  been  no  danger  to  any 
one  (and  indeed  it  is  a good  water  supply  basically)  has  continued 
to  be  closely  watched  by  the  Public  Health  Department.  The  water 
is  neither  filtered  nor  chlorinated,  which  is  not  in  line  with  modern 
practice.  Crude  methods  of  chlorination  which  might  have  been 
employed  in  the  present  system  and  under  the  present  arrangements 
were  not  regarded  as  a good  thing  by  me  because  it  would  in- 
evitably give  rise  to  tastes  and  smells  and  could  not  be  relied  upon 
in  a variation  of  the  volume  of  water  passing  through  the 
chlorination  plant  or  a variation  in  the  quality  of  the  water. 
Modernisation  of  the  system  cannot  however  be  long  delayed. 

Fluoridation. 

This  simple  measure  for  the  improvement  of  the  dental  health 
of  the  population,  which  is  at  present  quite  deplorable,  has  aroused 
the  most  intense  opposition.  This  opposition,  much  of  which  is 
of  a religious  fervour,  is  distinguished  by,  on  the  one  hand  its 
immense  volume  and  on  the  other  by  the  absence  of  hard  fact.  The 
proponents  of  fluoridation  produce  the  results  of  numerous  surveys 
with  facts  and  figures  to  support  their  contention  that  fluoridation 
is  harmless  and  that  it  will  greatly  improve  dental  health.  The 
opponents  have  produced  nothing  of  this  nature. 

What  those  of  us  who  have  had  to  read  literature  from  both 
sides  would  like  to  see  from  the  anti-fluoridationists  is  some 
concise  statement  together  with  facts  and  figures  showing  why  they 
oppose  this  measure.  Until  they  do  so  no  one  can  take  their 
statements  and  opinions  seriously.  For  the  benefit  of  those  unused 
to  sifting  scientific  material  I would  point  out  that  any  statement 
that  something  is  bad  for  us.  even  if  such  a statement  is  made  by 
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a so-called  expert,  with  strings  of  degrees,  is  totally  valueless, 
unless  supported  by  properly  attested  evidence.  What  Aunt  Ethel, 
on  a windy  night,  thought  she  heard  a neighbour  say  about  the 
health,  while  on  Watford  water,  of  her  great  granddaughter’s  pet 
canary  is  not  evidence. 

On  the  other  hand,  queries  concerning  the  advisability  of 
adding  to  water  supplies  chemicals  other  than  those  at  present 
used  to  purify  water,  queries  on  the  best  method  of  making  good 
our  present  fluorine  deficiency  and  queries  on  the  effect  on  agri- 
culture of  the  fluoridation  of  water  are  rational  queries  requiring 
rational  discussion. 

Outworkers. 

Under  the  provisions  relating  to  the  Outworkers  in  the 
Factories  Act,  1937,  it  is  necessary  for  Councils  in  whose  areas 
there  are  factories  or  other  establishments  employing  outworkers 
to  inform  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  where  the 
outworkers  live  of  the  fact  of  their  employment. 

The  number  of  Outworkers  seems  to  be  declining.  No  problem 
has  arisen  in  connection  with  such  employment  during  the  year. 

Mass  Radiography. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Service  examined  2,433  people 
throughout  the  year  and  a list  of  the  conditions  discovered  is  given 


below  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 

Requiring  Treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Requiring  Observation ...  ...  2 

Healed  Cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sarcoidosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Acquired  Cardio-vascular  Disease  ...  ...  ...  1 

Congenital  Cardio-vascular  Disease  ...  1 

Diaphragmatic  abnormality ...  0 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema ...  ...  2 

Bronchiectasis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Thyroid  enlargement  ...  ...  ...  0 

Retrosternal  thyroid  growth  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Lymphadenopathy  ...  0 

Bony  abnormality  ...  ...  4 

Carcinoma  of  Bronchus  ...  ...  2 


Camping  and  Caravanning. 

Our  present  sites  continue  to  be  improved.  It  is  a pity  there  is 
no  transit  site  on  the  A373  coming  in  from  Dorset.  The  presence 
of  such  a site  would  to  a considerable  extent  prevent  the  use  of 
laybyes  by  caravanners  and  campers. 

R.  C.  MacLeod, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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AXMINSTER  RURAL 

DISTRICT 

Area  

52,135  acres 

Population 

14,510 

Rateable  Value  

...  £185,484 

Penny  Rate  Produces 

£740 

No.  of  Parishes  ... 

14 

General  Rate  Levied 

...  21/lHd. 

Deaths 

1961 — 85  males,  88  females  ... 

173 

1962 — 79  males,  100  females  ... 

179 

Live  Births 

1961 — 86  males,  89  females  ... 

. . . . • . • . • 

175 

8 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in  the 
above  total  of  175. 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population,  12.1. 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births,  4.6. 

1962 — 86  males,  95  females ...  ...  ...  181 

10  illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in  the 
above  total  of  181. 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population,  12.5. 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births,  5.5. 

Still  Births 


1961 —  1 still  birth  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ...  ...  1 

Total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  176 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  5.7. 

1962 —  3 still  births  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ...  ...  3 

Total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  16.3. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

1961 —  4 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ...  ...  4 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  22.9. 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births,  24. 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  Nil. 

1962 —  1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ...  ...  1 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  5.5. 


Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births,  5.8. 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  Nil. 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1961 —  2 deaths  were  registered  ...  ...  2 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  11.4. 
Maternal  deaths.  Nil. 

1962 —  I death  was  registered  ...  ...  1 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  5.5. 

Maternal  deaths.  Nil. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 


1961 —  2 deaths  were  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  11.4. 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate,  17. 

1962 —  1 death  was  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  5.5. 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate,  21.7. 

Deaths. 

The  deaths  registered  were  179  as  compared  with  171  in  1961. 
This  is  about  the  average  for  the  area  and  calls  for  no  comment. 
Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  was  1 compared  with  4 in  the 
previous  year.  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 


Tuberculosis 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease  ... 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease  

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  ... 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease  ... 

Motor  accidents  

All  other  accidents 

Suicide  ...  


1961 

2 

1 

7 

4 

7 
0 

23 

1 

30 

36 

3 

8 
10 

1 

4 

5 
3 
1 
2 
1 

3 
5 
8 
2 

4 
0 


1962 

0 

0 

5 

9 

4 
3 

23 

0 

41 

27 

5 

25 

6 
1 
6 
3 
2 
0 
2 
2 

3 
1 
7 
0 

4 
0 


171  179 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  Year  1962 
Water  Supplies. 

During  the  period,  sources  of  supply  at  Chardstock.  Uplyme, 
Kilmington,  Beer.  Hawkchurch,  Raymond’s  Hill,  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  East  Devon  Water  Board,  were  sampled  and  examined 
and  in  all  cases  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  following  Private  water  undertakings  were  also  examined 
and  samples  taken  : — 

Axmouth  (Stedcombe  Estate)  Supply  ...  Class  1 

Colyton  (Feoffees)  Supply.  This  supply  has  been  commented 
on  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Combpyne  (Good’s)  Supply.  This  supply  maintained  its  class 
one  qualities  except  for  one  period  when  it  dropped  to  class  four. 
Advice  and  remedial  work  improved  matters. 

Farm  Water  Supplies.  Proposals  for  the  use  of  new  farm 
water  supplies  for  domestic  use  were  dealt  with. 

Private  Supplies.  Samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  when  the  sources  were  under  suspicion  of  being 
prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  users.  One  sample  taken  showed 
plumbo-solvency  and  the  pipe  system  within  the  property  was 
replaced. 

Sewerage. 

Although  the  area  is  relatively  well  sewered  there  is  a great 
urgency  that  the  Axminster  works  should  be  proceeded  with,  in 
order  that  some  of  the  pre-planned  areas  surrounding  Axminster 
Town  may  be  serviced  in  view  of  the  insanitary  conditions  pre- 
vailing. The  proposed  system  for  Dalwood  is  in  its  final  stages  of 
preparation  and  both  Membury  and  Rousdon  are  well  advanced 
in  scheme  preparation.  The  improvements  to  the  sewer  outfall  at 
Beer  should  be  started  early  in  the  forthcoming  year. 

Many  individual  and  small  groups  of  houses,  in  what  may  be 
termed  the  “open  type  of  development”,  are  often  built  on  inferior 
ground  (as  opposed  to  good  farming  land),  and  it  invariably 
happens  that  this  particular  type  of  ground  is  also  poor  for  sub- 
soil drainage  purposes. 

Insufficient  care  and  attention  is  given  to  lay-out  in  the  plan- 
ning stage  and  in  the  construction  stage  little  attention  is  paid  to  the 
over-all  drainage  problem  of  the  site.  Consequently  many  drainage 
nuisances  arise  which,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  are  costly  and  in 
most  cases  impossible  to  rectify.  This  places  an  unwarranted 
burden  on  owner-occupiers  and  is  particularly  trying  for  those  with 
fixed  incomes. 
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General  Inspections  and  Visits. 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Caravans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Litter  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  23 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Rats  and  Mice  (Prevention  of  damage  by  Pests  Act)  ...  6 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Petroleum — inspections  and  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Explosives — visits  ...  ...  ...  ...‘  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Overcrowding — number  of  houses  inspected  ...  ...  2 

Filthy  or  verminous  premises — number  of  houses  inspected  1 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rent  and  Repairs  Act — Inspections  and  Visits  ...  ...  2 

Total  Meat  Inspection  Visits  ...  ...  ...‘  ...  ...  189 

Knacker’s  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Visits  in  connection  with  water  sampling  ...  ' ...  ...  41 

Visits — Condemnation  of  Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  ...  ...  1 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Slaughtering  is  continued  at  Axminster. 


Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 

Sheep 


Number  inspected 

Cattle  Calves 
261  — 

& Lambs 
1030 

Pigs 

5 

All  Disease  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  — — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  was 
condemned 

10  — 

36 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis 

3.8%  — 

3.5% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis  ... 

Cysticercosis 

— — 

— 

— 

Also  during  the  year  the  following  was  condemned  : — 

Tinned  Meat  1121b.  3oz.,  Cooked  Meat  751b.  loz.,  Fresh  Meat 
681b.  l3oz..  Tinned  Fruit  501b.  7oz.,  Tinned  Vegetables  101b.  3oz.. 
Other  Foods  461b.  loz. 
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Poultry  Dressing  and  Packing  Station  at  Chardstock. 

Supervision  of  these  premises  continued  throughout  the  year. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act. 


Number  in 
Area 

52 

11 

9 

5 

10 

18 

22 

5 


Number  of 
Inspections 


6 

3 

12 

19 


I.  Number  of  Food  Premises — 

Type 

(a)  Grocers 

(b)  Butchers  ...  

(c)  Bakers  

(d)  Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

(e)  Confectioners 

(f)  Restaurants  and  Cafes 

(g)  Canteens  (works  and  school) 

(h)  Dairy  Shops  ... 

(i)  Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

(j)  Beach  Huts  ...  

(k)  Market  Stalls  

(l)  Pannier  Market  

(m)  Street  Traders 

(n)  Clubs,  licensed  premises,  hotels 
Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16 — 

(a)  Manufacture  of  Sausages 10 

(b)  Sale  of  Ice-Cream  only  (pre-packed)  74 

(c)  Fish  Frying  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  form  any  food  guild  within  the  area. 
Disposal  of  condemned  foods — 

(a)  Tinned  Food — by  incineration. 

(b)  Meat — by  incineration. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  with  regard  to  the  Ice-Cream 
(Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  as  no  Ice-Cream  is  manufactured 
in  this  district. 


4 

4 

1 

3 

45 


2. 


3. 

4. 


5. 


39 

5 

5 


1 


Food  Poisoning. 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year. 

Knacker’s  Yard. 

Inspection  was  made  of  the  premises  at  Hook,  Chardstock, 
during  the  year.  The  premises  are  kept  in  a clean  and  satisfactory 
condition  at  all  times  and  the  disposal  of  waste  properly  controlled. 
There  was  no  evidence  of  rat  infestation. 

Caravan  and  Camping. 

In  1962  there  were,  at  peak  of  season,  in  use  : — 

29  Residential  Caravans. 

324  Static  Holiday  Caravans. 

56  Mobile  Caravans. 

67  Organised  Tents. 

206  Casual  Tents. 

12  Holiday  Chalets. 

2,900  estimated  number  of  persons  at  any  one  time. 
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Frequent  inspection  was  carried  out  during  the  summer  months 
of  the  hve  large  licensed  sites  and  twelve  individual  sites,  which  are 
used  mainly  for  static  holidays.  Further  improvement  of  sanitary 
conditions  has  been  made  and  the  sites  were  all  controlled  and 
maintained.  Action  was  taken  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control 
of  Development  Act,  1960,  against  the  use  of  an  unlicensed  site. 
This  was  successful. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Refuse  collection  has  been  regularly  maintained  and  shows  a 
continued  increase  through  housing  development,  and  through  the 
larger  amounts  produced  by  an  affluent  society.  There  is  little 
room  for  further  expansion  with  the  existing  staff  and  vehicles. 
The  problem  of  finding  adequate  and  acceptable  situations  for 
refuse  disposal  in  this  area  is  becoming  increasingly  acute  with 
the  growth  of  rural  housing  development.  The  natural  inclination 
of  people  is  to  abhor  the  siting  of  new  tips  which  they  view  as 
detrimental  to  their  amenities,  however  well  the  tip  may  be 
controlled,  or  even  if  the  tipping  is  of  a short  term  nature.  Yet  it 
is  inevitable  that  sites  must  be  found  and  no  situation  is  remote 
any  longer. 

It  is  strange  that  when  plans  for  housing  development  are 
considered  by  the  planning  authorities  so  rarely  is  any  thought  given 
to  the  location  of  sites  for  the  disposal  of  refuse. 

The  Litter  Act,  1958. 

The  litter  receptacles  are  still  emptied  in  conjunction  with  the 
village  refuse  collection  but  the  time  is  fast  approaching  when 
special  collections  will  have  to  be  made  weekly  throughout  the 
summer  season,  over  and  above  normal  emptying.  The  public 
continues  to  abuse  the  sites  where  litter  receptacles  are  placed  and 
in  the  winter  they  are  invariably  used  for  the  disposal  of  household 
refuse.  In  my  opinion,  far  too  many  laybys  are  in  use  with  litter 
receptacles,  thus  causing  sporadic  misuse  and  unhygienic  conditions 
there.  Surely  it  would  be  more  advisable  to  have  planned  stopping 
places  with  proper  sanitary  facilities,  disposal  of  litter  and  all  the 
facilities  needed  by  the  traveller,  at  what  could  be  a pleasant  staging 
post,  with  Restaurant  and  car  maintenance  facilities,  etc. 

Rodent  Control, 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  part-time  Rodent  Operator  continues  to  survey  the  whole 
of  the  district.  During  the  year  the  following  premises  were 


inspected  under  the  above  Act  : — 

Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dwelling  Houses  (including  Council  Houses)  ...  575 

All  other  (including  business  premises)  ...  ...  131 

Agricultural  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 


Test  baiting  and  half-yearly  maintenance  treatments  were 
carried  out  to  the  Council’s  sewerage  system  at  Axminster, 
.Axmouth,  Beer,  Colyton,  Colyford,  and  Stockland,  and  services 
were  also  carried  out  to  the  Council’s  sewage  treatment  plants. 
The  Council’s  refuse  dump  was  systematically  treated. 
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Petroleum. 

Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts,  1928  and  1936. 

Petroleum  (Mixtures)  Order,  1929. 

The  inspection  and  annual  licensing  of  all  statutory 
installations  covering  67  storage  sites  for  petrol  and  3 for  petroleum 
mixtures  was  dealt  with. 

Explosives. 

During  the  year  the  administrative  work  in  connection  with  the 
Explosives  Acts  was  completely  taken  over  and  revised,  and  all 
licensing  is  now  controlled  by  the  department. 

Housing. 

The  Council  has  continued  its  replacement  programme  for  the 
converted  dwellings  at  Millwey  Rise,  and  the  first  half  has  been 
completed.  The  forthcoming  year  should  see  the  complete 
demolition  of  all  these  sub-standard  dwellings. 

Arising  from  235  official  searches  no  less  than  21  properties 
were  revealed  in  the  lower  categories  and  in  many  cases  the  owners 
availed  themselves  of  the  information  given  to  improve  the  proper- 
ties, sometimes  by  improvement  grants. 

Housing  Acts,  1957. 

L.A.  owned  houses  certified  unfit  by  M.O.H.,  and 
demolished  ...  ...  47 

1.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 7 

2.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  ...  ...  12 

3.  Total  number  of  houses  rendered  fit  by  formal  notice  3 

4.  Total  number  of  houses  rendered  fit  by  informal  notice  Nil 

Rent  Act,  1957. 

One  application  was  dealt  with  under  the  above  Act  for 
Revocation  Certificate  of  Disrepair  and  one  application  for  Certifi- 
cate of  Disrepair  was  satisfied  by  Undertaking. 


Factories  Act,  1957. 

No. on 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Premises 

Register  Inspections 

Notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4, 
and  5 are  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

8 

3 

1 

Factories  not  included  in  above  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  ... 

67 

19 

1 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

3 

I 

— 

78 

23 

2 

L.  H.  White,  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HONITON  BOROUGH 


Area 

3,125  acres 

Population 

4,550 

Rateable  Value  ... 

£68.677 

Penny  Rate  produces 

£282 

General  Rate 

23/lOd. 

Deaths 

1961 — 34  males,  52  females  ... 

86 

1962 — 33  males,  37  females  ... 

70 

Live 

Births 

1961 — 33  males,  41  females  ... 

74 

6 illegitimate  births  were 

registered  and  are  included  in 

the 

above  total  of  74. 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population,  15.3. 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births,  8.1. 

1962 — 37  males,  30  females  ...  ...  ...  67 

1 illegitimate  birth  was  registered  and  is  included  in  the 
above  total  of  67. 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population,  14.7. 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births,  1.5. 

Still  Births 


1961 —  1 still  birth  was  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  75 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  13.3. 

1962 —  0 still  births  were  registered ...  ...  0 

Total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  67 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births.  Nil. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

1961— 1  death  was  registered  (1  illegitimate)  ...  ...  1 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  13.5. 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births.  Nil. 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births,  166.7. 

1962 —  2 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ...  ...  2 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  29.8. 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births,  30.3. 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  Nil. 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1961  — 1 death  was  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  13.5. 
Maternal  deaths.  Nil. 

1962 — 1 death  was  registered  ...  1 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1.000  live  births,  14.9. 
Maternal  deaths.  Nil. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  I week  of  age 

1961  — 1 death  was  registered  ...  ...  1 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  13.5. 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  26.7. 

1962 — 1 death  was  registered  ...  ...  1 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  14.9. 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births.  Nil. 


Deaths. 


Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia 
Diabetes  ... 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  or  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents  

Suicides  ... 


1961 

0 

1 

2 

0 

5 
1 
0 

25 

16 

7 

6 
0 
4 
1 
2 
1 
6 
0 
1 
1 

79 


1962 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 
0 
0 

16 

11 

11 

5 
1 
1 

3 
1 
1 
8 
1 

4 

5 

68 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  Year  1962 
Council  Housing. 


During  the  year  the  Council  completed  the  erection  of  32 
houses  at  a site  at  Sidmouth  Road.  31  of  these  houses  were  sold 
and  the  remaining  one  let  at  an  economic  rent.  Unfortunately  the 
Old  People’s  Bungalows  at  Black  Lion  Fields  are  still  a long  way 
from  becoming  a reality.  It  is,  however,  hoped  that  more  speedy 
progress  on  this  project  will  now  take  place.  I have  received 
instructions  in  connection  with  two  sites  in  the  Borough  and  one 
scheme  can  be  described  as  a re-development  scheme,  whilst  the 
other  is  an  infilling  scheme. 

I feel  that  both  these  types  of  schemes  have  a lot  to  commend 
them  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Council  will  find  them  both  satisfac- 
tory and  economical  and  will  thus  be  encouraged  to  think  on 
similar  lines  for  future  schemes. 


The  total  number  of  occupied 

Permanent  Pre-War  Houses 
Permanent  Post-War  Houses 
Prefabricated  Bungalows  ... 


Houses  built  for  sale 


Council  Houses  is  as  follows  : — 

137 

245 

12 

394 

31 


Housing  Act,  1957. 

In  only  one  instance  has  statutory  action  been  necessary  in  the 
above-mentioned  Act.  Court  proceedings  were  taken  for  obstruc- 
tion and  these  were  successful.  In  the  report  last  year  mention  was 
made  of  two  proposed  Clearance  Areas.  In  one  instance  the 
Council  have  now  agreed  in  principle  that  all  but  2|  houses  be 
demolished  and  that  those  2+  houses  be  converted  into  one  property 
and  in  the  other  instance  the  Council  are  contemplating  the  purchase 
of  the  area  together  with  adjoining  land  for  the  purpose  of  Council 
Housing. 


Housing  Survey. 

A survey  resulted  in 

32  houses  suitable  for  Slum  Clearance. 

16  houses  suitable  for  improvement. 

126  houses  tolerably  habitable. 

Numerous  visits  have  been  made  to  houses  in  the  Borough 
generally.  A Survey  of  162  houses  which  it  was  thought  might 
be  suitable  for  action  revealed  that  36  houses  were  suitable  and 
this  report  resulted  in  the  new  Housing  schemes  mentioned 
earlier  in  the  report  being  contemplated. 

16 


Improvement  Grants. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  table  set  out  below,  the  Borough 
Council’s  policy  of  assisting  with  the  improvement  and  repair  of 


property  has  continued  : — 

No. 

No. 

No. 

Value 

Applications 

Approved 

Refused 

Approved 

Standard  Grant  ...  8 

8 

— 

£1,200 

Discretionary  Grant  . 1 

1 

— 

£200 

Loan  on  repairs  ...  1 

1 

— 

£1,000 

Mortsaaes  for  house 

purchase  28 

25 

3 

£50,780 

Rent  Act,  1957. 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year. 


Public  Health — General. 

In  an  unobtrusive  manner  much  general  Public  Health  work 
was  carried  out.  This  work  ranges  from  the  testing  of  drainage 
installations,  advice  to  people  coming  to  the  office,  speaking  to 
food  handlers  during  inspections  of  premises  and  in  many  other 
ways.  The  general  condition  of  the  Borough  from  the  Public 
Health  aspect  is  good. 


Water  Supply. 

The  position  in  the  Borough  regarding  water  supply  is  precisely 
the  same  as  last  year. 


Bathing  Facilities. 

The  small  swimming  pool  at  Allhallows  Playing  Fields  was 
again  extensively  used  during  the  summer  months.  I must  once 
more  emphasise  the  fact  that  conditions  cannot  be  considered 
satisfactory.  The  water  was  changed  regularly  and  the  pool  hand 
chlorinated  regularly,  but  I am  of  the  opinion  that  this  does  not 
make  a safe  bathing  pool.  The  Council  will  recall  agreeing  in 
principle  to  underwriting  any  deficit  (limited)  in  connection  with 
the  provision  of  a new  pool.  If  the  new  pool  is  to  come  into  being 
reasonably  soon  it  may  well  be  thought  that  the  present  condition 
can  be  tolerated,  if,  however,  the  new  pool  is  not  provided  quickly, 
and  the  existing  pool  is  to  continue  in  use,  the  Council  must 
consider  the  question  of  better  water  purification. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Again  1 must  report  that  both  the  eastern  and  western  works 
continue  to  be  grossly  overloaded.  During  the  past  12  months  the 
works  have  been  maintained  as  well  as  possible,  but  this  of  course 
is  very  far  short  of  that  required.  The  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  have  now  held  an  enquiry  regarding  the  pro- 
posed reconstruction  of  the  works  and  following  their  observations 
the  Consulting  Engineers  have  now  advised  the  Council  to  substitute 
sludge  drying  beds  with  a sludge  concentrator.  It  is  thought  that 
we  may  well  be  in  a position  to  commence  the  scheme  in  the 
coming  12  months.  In  an  effort  to  relieve  the  very  bad  conditions, 
if  only  in  a very  small  way,  the  Council  have  purchased  in  advance 
of  the  main  scheme  one  of  the  pumps  which  will  ultimately  be 
used  with  the  reconstructed  works.  Whilst  this  has  resulted  in  my 
being  able  to  pump  the  humus  tanks  more  regularly  the  condition 
of  the  filtrate  from  the  percolating  filters  is  so  bad  (due  to  the 
settlement  tanks  being  grossly  overloaded)  that  the  result  has  been 
an  effluent  of  little  better  standard.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the 
Town  is  growing  and  during  the  past  12  months  approximately 
55  new  houses  have  been  occupied.  This  of  course  makes  it  more 
essential  that  the  new  scheme  should  be  completed  expeditiously. 


Public  Conveniences. 

The  two  public  conveniences  in  the  Borough  have  been  ex- 
tensively used  and  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  method  of  refuse  collection  and 
disposal  has  changed  considerably.  I hope  it  will  be  agreed  that 
from  the  Public  Health  aspect  this  has  resulted  in  considerable 
raising  of  standards. 

The  Ottery  Moor  Lane  Farm  tip  has  been  closed  and  a new 
compression  type  refuse  collector  purchased.  The  old  tip  has  been 
sealed  off  and  no  trouble  has  been  experienced  with  rats  or  flies. 
Regular  visits  are  still  paid  to  check  for  infestation.  In  my  opinion 
the  purchase  of  the  new  lorry  has  given  rise  to  the  greatest  improve- 
ment in  Public  Health  standards.  With  the  old  lorry  (a  side  loader) 
only,  on  a breezy  day,  dust  and  paper  could  been  seen  blowing 
from  the  lorry.  This  has  now  been  almost  totally  eliminated. 

The  use  of  the  Sidmouth  Urban  District  Council  tip  for  both 
domestic  and  trade  refuse  has  proved  very  successful. 


Factories  Act,  1937. 

Premises 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ... 

Factories  not  included  in  the  above  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  ... 
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No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

25 

14 

— 

18 

10 

Section  110  and  111 

— Outworkers. 

Nature  of 

Section  1 10 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Section  1 1 1 

Notices 

Prosecu- 

work 

No.  of 

cases  of 

prosecu- 

No. of 

served 

tions 

outworkers 

default  in 

tions  for 

instances 

in  August 

sending 

failure  to 

of  work  in 

list 

lists  to 

supply 

unwhole- 

required 

the  Council 

lists 

some 

by  Section 
110(l)(c) 

premises 

Wearing 

Apparel 

1 









— 

Making 
nets,  other 
than  wire 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956. 

The  number  of  farms  in  the  Borough  remains  at  33. 

Seven  inspections  have  been  made  and  in  all  cases  the  sanitary 
accommodation  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Petroleum  Acts. 

A big  effort  has  been  made  by  my  department  this  year  in 
connection  with  the  storage  of  Petroleum  and  I am  pleased  to  be 
able  to  report  that  in  all  instances  except  three  premises  with 
Petroleum  installations  are  now  up  to  standard  and  the  Model 
Code  of  Principles  of  Construction  are  being  complied  with. 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  Council  continue  to  employ  a fully  trained  Rodent 
Operator.  No  statutory  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  and 
no  major  infestations  were  found.  Private  complaints  have  been 
noted  and  in  the  majority  of  the  cases  the  Council  are  requested 
on  a rechargeable  basis  to  carry  out  treatment.  The  Council  have 
continued  regular  treatment  of  properties  in  their  ownership. 

A 10%  Test  Bait  of  the  Public  Sewers  has  been  carried  out. 
As  in  the  previous  year  this  revealed  very  light  infestation.  The 
necessary  poisoning  treatment  was  made  and  no  further  takes 
recorded. 

Camping  and  Caravanning. 

There  is  one  residential  caravan  site  and  the  maximum  number 
of  caravans  permitted  on  this  site  is  58.  This  site  is  at  Lower 
Northcote  Farm  and  whilst  the  owner  has  Planning  Permission 
for  a holiday  caravan  site  for  a maximum  number  of  30  caravans 
in  a nearby  Orchard,  a site  licence  for  this  site  has  not  been 
issued.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  ensure  that  the  caravans  illegally 
stationed  on  the  holiday  site  are  removed  to  the  residential  site 
and  it  is  hoped  that  before  the  1963  Season  commences  this  will 
have  been  achieved,  so  making  accommodation  for  30  touring 
caravans  in  the  Borough. 
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Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

During  the  year  a fully  qualified  additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  was  appointed.  This  has  resulted  in  a considerable  im- 
provement in  the  field  of  food  Hygiene  and  Meat  Inspection.  Last 
year  I informed  the  Council  that  100%  Meat  Inspection  was  not 
possible.  As  a Public  Health  Officer,  it  is  very  pleasing  to  report 
that  since  the  appointment  of  the  additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
100%  Meat  Inspection  has  been  obtained.  In  addition  a con- 
siderable amount  of  work  has  been  done  in  inspecting  all  classes 
of  Food  Premises  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations.  In  addition,  registered  premises  under  Section  16 
have  been  visited.  Seven  premises  are  registered  for  the  manu- 
facture of  sausages,  or  potted,  pickled  or  preserved  food,  25 
premises  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream,  and  2 premises  for 
the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  by  the  cold  mix  method. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Sheep 


Cattle 

Calves 

Pigs 

& Lambs 

Number  killed  ...  3,195 

391 

10,374 

10,284 

Number  inspected  ...  3,195 

391 

10,374 

10,284 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  43 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

9 

45 

38 

or  organ  was  condemned  213 
Percentage  of  the  number 

4 

170 

11 

inspected  affected  with  a 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 

culosis and  Cysticercosis  8% 

3.25% 

2.1% 

0.5% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  26 
Percentage  of  the  number 

— 

122 

— 

inspected  affected  with 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  1% 

— 

1.17%  - 

Cysticercosis  (localised)  ...  4 

— 

— 

— 

The  following  meat  and  offal 

was  voluntarily  surrendered 

from  the  two  slaughterhouses  : — 

Meat 

Offal 

Cattle 

13,5501b. 

3,4201b. 

Calves  

2501b. 

371b. 

Pigs  

3,8701b. 

1,7301b. 

Sheep  ...  

9401b. 

301b. 

Total  Meat : 8 tons  6 cwt.  1 stone  41b. 


Total  Offal;  1 ton  12  cwt.  1 stone  lllb. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Again  I am  pleased  to  report  that  there  was  no  case  of  Food 
Poisoning  in  the  Borough  this  year. 

A.  J.  C.  Nex,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HONITON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Area  

Population 
Number  of  Parishes 
Rateable  Value  ... 
Penny  Rate  produces 
General  Rate  levied 


61,261  acres 
6,970 
22 

£58,980 
£233  10  9 
19/6d. 


Deaths 


1961— 41  males,  41  females  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

1962 —  45  males,  39  females  ...  ...  ...  84 

Live  Births 

1961 —  46  males,  52  females  ...  ...  ...  98 

5 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in  the 
above  total  of  98. 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population,  14.2. 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births,  5.1. 

1962 —  62  males,  45  females  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

2 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in  the 
above  total  of  107. 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population,  15.3. 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births,  1.9. 


Still  Births 


1961 —  1 still  birth  was  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  99 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births,  10.1. 

1962 —  3 still  births  were  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  27.3. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

1961 —  2 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  2 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  20.4. 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births,  21.5. 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  illegitimtae  live  births,  Nil. 

1962 —  4 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ...  ...  4 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  37.4. 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births,  38.1. 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  Nil. 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1961 —  2 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ...  ...  2 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  20.4. 

Maternal  deaths.  Nil. 

1962 —  4 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ...  ...  4 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  37.4. 
Maternal  deaths.  Nil. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

1961  — 1 death  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ...  ...  1 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  10.2. 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate,  20.2. 

1962 — 2 deaths  were  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ...  ...  2 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  18.7. 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate,  45.4. 


Deaths. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease  ...  

Other  circulatory  disease  

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  ... 
Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Hypertension  of  prostate  

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease  ... 

Motor  accidents  ...  

All  other  accidents  

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  


1961 

3 

2 

3 
1 
7 

12 

20 

4 
13 

6 

0 

2 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

1 


1962 

3 

3 

2 

0 

8 

14 

15 
1 

10 

3 
1 
1 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 

12 

0 

4 
1 


82 


80 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  Year  1962 
Water  Supply. 

The  new  treatment  and  pumping  works  at  Wilmington  Springs 
is  now  about  to  come  fully  into  operation  and  is  intended  to  become 
one  of  the  East  Devon  Water  Board’s  major  sources  of  supply. 

A four  inch  main  from  this  source  has  been  laid  through 
Northleigh  and  will  reach  Southleigh  shortly. 

Schemes  in  hand  include  the  linking  of  Marsh  and  Yarcombe 
villages  with  a 2 inch  main,  and  the  connection  of  Wilmington 
Springs  to  the  existing  supply  at  Devonshire  House,  Upottery,  to 
enable  the  use  of  the  present  shallow  spring  source,  which  has  been 
of  variable  quality,  to  be  discontinued. 

This  latter  scheme  is  in  accordance  with  the  Board’s  policy  of 
reducing  the  number  of  sources  of  supply  in  order  to  reduce 
maintenance  costs. 


Water  Sampling. 

During  the  year,  six  samples  of  water  from  private  supplies 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis  and  were  all  found  to 
be  fit  for  drinking. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

Ministry  sanction  has  been  given  to  the  proposed  village 
schemes  for  Talaton  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  work  will  commence 
in  August,  1963. 

I have  prepared  sewerage  schemes  for  the  villages  of  Dulford 
and  Kerswell  in  Broadhembury  at  estimated  costs  of  £5,000  and 
£10,050  respectively,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  these  schemes  will 
be  carried  out  in  1964. 

A target  programme  has  been  approved  by  the  Council  for 
sewering  five  further  villages  and  it  is  as  follows  : — 


Village 


Preparation  Execution 


Upottery  ... 

Awliscombe 

Dunkeswell 

Broadhembury 

Buckerell 


1963 

1965 

1963 

1965 

1964 

1966 

1964 

1966 

1965 

1967 

A percolating  filter  added  to  the  existing  plant  at  Northleigh 
has  considerably  improved  the  effluent  and  the  replacement  of 
media  in  the  existing  filter  at  Tilery,  Yarcombe  has  had  a similar 
result. 


Refuse  Disposal. 

Requests  are  often  received  for  more  frequent  refuse  collection 
but  the  proposal  to  extend  the  bi-monthly  collection  to  the  remain- 
ing thirteen  parishes  was  not  approved  when  it  was  considered  in 
December.  The  matter  is  to  be  reconsidered  in  September,  1963. 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 


Premises 

No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 
Register  Inspections  Notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4, 
and  6 are  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ... 

18 

6 — 

Factories  not  included  in  the  above  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  ...  

22 

10  — 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority — 
Building  Sites,  etc. 

27 

27  — 

67 

43  — 

Defects  found  and  remedied. 

Absence  of  proper  sanitary  conveniences — 3. 

Slum  Clearance. 

Formal  action  under  the  Housing  Act  has  resulted  in  the 
demolition  of  two  cottages  at  Dunkeswell  and  Payhembury. 

The  Council’s  policy  of  active  encouragement  to  householders 
to  apply  for  improvement  grants  in  suitable  cases,  coupled  with  the 
unflagging  demand  in  this  area  for  cottages  for  the  retirement  of 
people  from  all  over  the  country  has  had  the  effect  of  saving,  for 
a further  period  of  useful  existence,  very  many  cottages  which 
would  otherwise  have  probably  required  this  Council’s  attention 
under  the  Housing  Act. 

Housing. 

New  Dwellings. 

Private  development  completed  24  houses  and  bungalows. 
During  the  year  13  houses  and  2 bungalows  were  under  con- 
struction by  the  Council  at  Sidmouth  Junction  and  site  works  were 
commenced  for  a further  12  Council  Houses  at  Branscombe. 

A pilot  scheme  of  two  old  persons’  bungalows  was  approved 
at  Gittisham  and  the  Council  are  considering  a main  scheme  of  a 
further  thirty  or  so  similar  bungalows  at  sites  throughout  the 
district. 

Improvement  Grants. 

Sixteen  pre-war  houses  belonging  to  the  Coimcil  were  improved 
with  the  aid  of  discretionary  grants  and  a further  fourteen  with 
standard  grants. 

Thirteen  private  houses  were  improved  with  discretionary 
grants  totalling  £2,730  and  ten  with  standard  grants  totalling 
£1,268. 
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Rodent  Control. 


Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  and  all  reported 
infestations  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

Percentage  test  baiting  of  the  sewers  again  resulted  in  no  takes 
being  recorded. 


Petroleum  Acts. 

Three  new  petrol  installations  were  pressure  tested  at  Broad- 
hembury,  Payhembury  and  Yarcombe  and  licences  issued. 


Food  Preparation  Premises. 

The  majority  of  the  inns  and  cafes  in  the  district  were 
inspected  during  the  summer  and  I am  glad  to  report  that  the 
very  high  standard  of  hygiene  previously  reported  is  being 
maintained. 

The  only  complaint  received  during  the  year  was  of  a stale 
meat  pie  being  inadvertently  offered  for  sale  at  a cafe,  but  the 
complaint  was  made  much  too  long  after  the  incident  for  any 
action  to  be  taken. 

This  complaint  and  the  motive  behind  it  was  nevertheless 
appreciated  as  prompt  complaints  by  dissatisfied  customers  to  me 
are,  I consider,  the  best  means  available  to  the  public  of  playing 
its  part  in  maintaining  and  subsequently  improving  food  hygiene 
standards  in  roadside  catering  establishments. 

J.  D.  Hopgood,  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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OTTERY  ST.  MARY  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Area 

Population 
Rateable  Value  ... 
Penny  Rate  produces 
General  Rate  levied 


1,008  acres 
4,080 
£49,803 
£203 
22 /6d. 


Deaths 


1961 —  28  males,  25  females 

1962 —  30  males,  36  females 


53 

66 


Live  Births 

1961 —  28  males,  24  females  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

3 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in  the 
above  total  of  52. 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population,  12.9. 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births,  5.8. 

1962 —  27  males,  29  females ...  ...  ...  56 

2 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in  the 
above  total  of  56. 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population,  13.7. 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births,  3.7. 


Still  Births 

1961 —  1 still  birth  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ... 

Total  live  and  still  births  

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  18.9. 

1962 —  1 still  birth  was  registered  (0  illegitimate)  ... 
Total  live  and  still  births 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  17.5. 


1 

53 

1 

57 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 


1961 —  1 death  was  registered  (0 
Infant  mortality  rate  per 
Infant  mortality  rate  per 
Infant  mortality  rate  per 

1962 —  0 deaths  were  registered 
Infant  mortality  rate  per 
Infant  mortality  rate  per 
Infant  mortality  rate  per 


illegitimate) 

1,000  live  births,  19.2. 

1,000  legitimate  live  births,  20.4. 

1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  Nil. 
(0  illegitimate) 

1,000  live  births.  Nil. 

1,000  legitimate  live  births.  Nil. 

1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  Nil. 
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0 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1961 —  0 deaths  were  registered  ...  ...  0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births.  Nil. 

Maternal  deaths.  Nil. 

1962 —  0 deaths  were  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births.  Nil. 

Maternal  deaths.  Nil. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

1961 —  0 deaths  were  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births.  Nil. 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate,  18.9. 

1962 —  0 deaths  were  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births.  Nil. 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate,  17.5. 


Deaths. 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were 


Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Diabetes  ... 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  child  birth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformation 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease 
Motor  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide  ... 


1961 

2 

1 

0 

0 

7 

0 

9 

5 

3 
9 

4 
1 
2 
0 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 

5 
1 
1 
0 


1962 

3 

1 

1 

1 

8 
0 
1 1 
7 
2 
7 
7 
1 
3 
2 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
2 
0 


53 


63 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  inspector  for  the  Year  1962 
Water  Supplies. 

Further  main  laying  in  the  Town  area  to  replace  the  existing 
old  mains  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year,  priorities  have 
been  rearranged  to  ensure  that  the  work  on  the  new  mains  and 
connections  to  individual  premises  is  carried  out  in  advance  of  the 
road  improvement  programme  of  the  Highway  Authority. 

The  greater  part  of  the  Urban  District  can  now  be  provided 
with  a main  piped  supply  by  the  East  Devon  Water  Board  and 
steady  progress  has  been  made  throughout  the  year  connecting 
properties  coming  within  the  area  of  supply.  There  are,  however, 
many  properties  still  being  supplied  from  private  wells  and  springs, 
the  water  from  these  sources  being  evidently  preferred,  for  the  time 
being  at  any  rate,  to  that  from  the  public  mains  supply. 

There  are  a few  isolated  properties  in  the  East  Hill  area  of 
the  district  and  situated  above  the  level  of  the  Chinway  High  Level 
Storage  Reservoir  where  it  is  impracticable  to  provide  a public 
piped  supply;  these  properties  will  remain  dependent  upon  private 


sources  of  supply. 

Approximate  number  of  dwellings  : — 

Supplied  by  Mains  Water  ...  1,294 

Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  3,440 

Supplied  by  Private  Wells  or  Springs 260 

Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  640 


There  are  only  a few  stand  pipes  situated  in  the  town  area 
which  supply  main  water  to  cottage  properties  and  to  a caravan 
site. 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Four  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  main  piped  supply 
of  the  East  Devon  Water  Board  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination.  Each  was  reported  as  being  satisfactory.  Only 
samples  of  treated  chlorinated  water  were  taken  for  examination. 

Five  samples  were  taken  from  private  well  or  spring  supplies. 
Three  were  reported  as  being  satisfactory.  One  showed  evidence 
of  slight  contamination  by  organisms  of  excretal  origin  and  the 
consumer  was  advised  to  boil  all  drinking  water. 

The  remaining  sample  showed  evidence  of  considerable 
bacterial  contamination;  the  owner  was  informed  accordingly  and 
after  appropriate  advice  has  now  connected  the  property  concerned 
to  the  main  piped  supply. 
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Factories  Act,  1937,  1948,  and  1961. 


No.  on 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Premises 

Register  Inspections 

Notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1.  2,  3,  4, 
and  6 are  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

14 

23 



Factories  not  included  in  above  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  ... 

15 

44 



Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority — 
Building  Sites,  etc.  

21 

48 

— 

50 

115 

— 

Defects  found  and  remedied  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness — 1. 

Unsuitable  and/or  defective  sanitary  conveniences — 3. 

NOTE  : As  far  as  is  known  there  are  no  Outworkers  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Factories  Act,  residing  in  the  Urban  District. 


Housing. 


Number  of  new  dwellings  erected  : — 

By  Local  Authority 

23 

By  other  bodies  or  persons 

40 

63 

Two  small  cottages  were  converted  into  one  dwelling  and  one 
dwelling  house  was  converted  into  two  flats. 

The  number  of  improvements  to  cottage  property  as  a result 
of  Standard  Grants  was  six  and  the  amount  of  grant  paid  was  £548. 

The  Council  adhered  to  their  previous  policy  of  not  making 
any  Discretionary  Grants;  several  tentative  applications  were  made 
but  the  applicants  did  not  pursue  their  enquiries  upon  being  in- 
formed of  the  Council’s  decision  on  this  matter. 

Apart  from  minor  items  the  Mossop  Close  Council  Housing 
Estate  was  completed  during  the  year.  The  whole  Estate  comprises 
34  Housing  Units,  of  which  5 •2-bedroom  Houses,  8 Single  Bedroom 
Bungalows,  1 “2-Bedroom  Flat  and  9 Single  Bedroom  Flats  were 
completed  and  occupied  during  1962.  (11  Housing  Units  were 

completed  and  occupied  during  1961.)  There  is  no  doubt  that  this 
estate  is  a very  attractive  development  and  is  an  obvious  asset  to 
the  Urban  District. 
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Slum  Clearance. 

Five  cottages  were  demolished.  Clearance  Area  No.  7. 

Clearance  Order  confirmed  on  five  cottages.  Clearance  Area 
No.  6. 

A Public  Inquiry  has  been  held  and  the  decision  of  the  Min- 
istry of  Housing  and  Local  Government  is  awaited  in  respect  of  five 
cottages  and  compulsory  purchase  of  additional  land.  Clearance 
Area  No.  4. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949, 


Rodent  Control. 

No  notable  changes  or  unexpected  increase  in  the  rat  popula- 
tion occurred  during  the  year.  Systematic  surveys  were  made  of 
the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  and  the  few  minor  infestations 
discovered  were  effectively  dealt  with  by  the  trained  part-time 
rodent  operator. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in 


part. 

Sheep  & 


Cattle 

Calves 

Pigs 

Lambs 

Number  killed 495 

56 

928 

1950 

No,  Inspected  483 

55 

909 

1889 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  — 

3 

— 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  64 

66 

385 

Percentage  of  number  in- 
spected affected  with  a 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticercosis  13.25% 

5.45% 

7.26% 

20.48% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  — 

13 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  — 

1.43% 

Cysticercosis  ...  ...  — 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Condemnations.  Weight 

Beef  (including  offal)  ...  ...  7271b. 

Mutton  and  Lamb  9051b. 

Pork  4021b. 

Veal  2041b. 

Tinned  Meats  ...  331b. 

Miscellaneous  (tinned  fruit,  etc.)  ...  ...  531b. 
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Total  2,3241b. 


Sewage  Disposal. 

General  maintenance  of  the  Town  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
was  satisfactorily  carried  out  during  the  year;  as  was  that  of  the 
three  small  sewage  disposal  installations  serving  the  Council 
Housing  Estates  at  Taleford,  Alfington  and  West  Hill. 

The  new  sewage  disposal  works  at  Tipton  St.  John,  which  were 
completed  and  put  into  working  operation  during  1961,  seem  to  be 
taking  an  unusually  long  time  to  settle  down;  the  reports  of  the  final 
effluent  from  the  works  have  not  been  entirely  satisfactory  and  it 
is  difficult  to  suggest  the  cause  of  the  trouble;  there  is  no  trade 
effluent  or  strong  farm  sewage  entering  the  sewers.  It  is  possible 
that  the  number  of  properties  connected  to  the  main  sewer  is  hardly 
sufficient  to  ensure  the  proper  working  of  the  sewage  disposal  plant, 
this  will  no  doubt  be  rectified  as  more  properties  are  connected. 

The  extension  to  the  sewers  in  the  town  area,  together  with  the 
rising  main  and  ancillary  works  was  continued  during  the  year. 
Good  progress  has  been  made  by  the  contractors  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  work  will  be  completed  well  ahead  of  the  time  limit  im- 
posed upon  the  contractor  for  the  sewers  and  pumping  plant  to  be 
put  in  operational  use,  in  fact,  a short  section  of  the  new  sewers  is 
already  being  used. 

The  West  Hill  area  of  the  Urban  District  is  becoming  even 
more  popular  as  a residential  district;  a number  of  planning  ap- 
provals have  already  been  taken  up  and  in  several  instances  small 
estate  development  is  contemplated.  The  position  will  soon  arise 
when  more  serious  consideration  will  have  to  be  given  to  the  pro- 
vision of  a sewerage  scheme  to  accommodate  this  part  of  the  Urban 
District.  The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  have  been  given 
instructions  to  carry  out  a comprehensive  survey  of  the  area  and 
to  submit  their  recommendations  as  soon  as  practical.  The 
scattered  development  which  has  taken  place,  dictated  to  date  by 
the  absence  of  a public  sewerage  scheme,  is  now  causing  some 
anxiety  since  the  sewage  disposal  to  all  properties  is  by  means  of 
septic  tank  near  to  or  within  the  curtilage  of  the  individual  dwell- 
ings. The  scheme  now  being  prepared  by  the  Consulting  Engineers 
is  bound  to  be  difficult  and  costly  if  it  is  to  accommodate  the 
majority  of  properties  situated  within  the  West  Hill  area. 

Sooner  or  later  the  provision  of  a sewerage  scheme  for  the 
small  village  of  Alfington  will  have  to  receive  consideration.  Several 
houses  in  the  village  are  still  only  provided  with  bucket  type 
closets  and  since  a main  piped  water  supply  is  now  available  the 
problem  will  become  more  acute;  lack  of  available  land  or  un- 
favourable contours  renders  it  impracticable  to  provide  separate 
septic  tank  drainage  systems  to  the  dwellings  concerned. 
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Refuse  Disposal. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  household  refuse  was  satisfac- 
torily carried  out  during  the  year.  The  surplus  soil  obtained  from 
the  several  building  sites  within  the  area  has  enabled  the  disposal  of 
refuse  by  controlled  tipping  to  be  carried  out  in  a satisfactory 
manner. 

The  complaints  of  non  collection  of  refuse  for  various  reasons 
were  only  a few  in  number  and  were  promptly  dealt  with  as  the 
occasion  demanded. 

Slaughterhouses. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  at  the  three  private  slaughterhouses 
situated  in  the  town  area  was  fairly  satisfactory.  The  close  prox- 
imity of  these  premises  to  dwellings  necessitates  a constant  vigilance 
and  at  times  gives  cause  for  some  anxiety;  the  meat  supplied  to  the 
consumer  through  the  local  butchers’  shops  is  on  the  whole  of  good 
quality  and  only  animals  in  prime  condition  are  slaughtered  at 
the  private  slaughterhouses. 

Food  Preparing  Establishments. 

Apart  from  minor  improvements  carried  out  to  several  of  the 
food  shops  and  food  preparing  establishments  in  the  area  no 
notable  structural  change  occurred  during  the  year.  The  personnel 
engaged  in  these  premises  are  becoming  more  conscious  of  their 
responsibilities  in  respect  of  personal  hygiene  and  an  all  round 
improvement  is  being  effected. 

C.  W.  Glover,  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SEATON  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Area  

Population 
Rateable  Value  ... 
Penny  Rate  produces 
General  Rate  levied 


1,178  acres 
3.360 
£68,869 
£284 
26/- 


Deaths 


1961  — 17  males,  41  females  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

1962 — 31  males,  45  females  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Live  Births 

1961 —  16  males,  22  females  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

2 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are  included  in  the 
above  total  of  38. 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population,  11.6. 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births,  5.3 

1962 —  17  males,  16  females  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

0 illegitimate  births  were  registered  ...  ...  ...  0 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population,  9.8. 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births.  Nil 


Still  Births 

1961 —  0 still  births  were  registered ...  ...  0 

Total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births.  Nil. 

1962 —  0 still  births  were  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Total  live  and  still  births ...  33 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  (live  and  still)  births.  Nil. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

1961 —  0 deaths  were  registered  0 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births.  Nil. 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births.  Nil. 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  Nil. 

1962 —  0 deaths  were  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births.  Nil. 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births.  Nil. 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  Nil. 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1961 —  0 deaths  were  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births.  Nil. 

Maternal  deaths.  Nil. 

1962 —  0 deaths  were  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births.  Nil. 

Maternal  deaths.  Nil. 


Death;)  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

1961 —  0 deaths  were  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births.  Nil. 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate.  Nil. 

1962 —  0 deaths  were  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births.  Nil. 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate.  Nil. 


Deaths. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease  ...  

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  ... 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephristis  and  nephrosis 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease  ... 

Motor  accidents  ...  

Other  accidents  ...  

Suicide  


1961 

1 

3 

1 

1 

8 

0 

0 

11 

10 

1 

6 

3 

0 

3 
2 
0 
2 
0 
0 

4 
1 
0 
0 


1962 

0 

4 

1 

0 

11 

0 

0 

16 

14 

1 

7 

4 
0 

5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
0 
3 
0 
5 
1 


57 


76 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  Year  1962 
Water  Supply. 

As  in  former  years,  the  Analyst’s  report  shows  the  quality  of 
the  water  to  be  excellent.  A supplementary  supply  of  water  was 
taken  from  the  Couchill  reservoir  during  the  summer  months,  and 
by  the  autumn  a bulk  supply  was  being  delivered  to  Colyford. 


Housing. 

No  Council  owned  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  39 
privately  owned  houses  were  built  and  finished  and  in  addition 
there  were  conversions  from  large  private  houses  to  self-contained 
flats.  No  unfit  houses  were  found  which  called  for  action  under 
the  Housing  Acts. 


Improvement  Grants. 

Standard  grants  were  agreed  to  in  respect  of  3 houses  and  the 
work  was  executed.  There  were  no  discretionary  grants. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

A comprehensive  scheme  was  prepared  by  our  Consulting 
Engineer  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government.  Copies  were  sent  to  interested  parties.  This  scheme 
is  for  the  discharge  of  effluent  into  the  River  Axe. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Refuse  continues  to  be  disposed  of  at  the  Axminster  Rural 
District’s  Tip  at  Beer.  Meanwhile  endeavours  have  been  made  to 
try  and  find  a suitable  alternative  tip. 


Rodent  Control. 

There  are  no  major  infestations  and  minor  infestations  are 
dealt  with  by  the  Rodent  Operator.  The  half-yearly  treatment  of 
rats  in  sewers  continues. 


Food  Shops  and  Dairies. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  is  generally  very  good. 
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Public  Health  and  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

In  answer  to  complaints  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  two 
cases  of  unsound  food  or  drink.  In  addition  unsound  food — 
principally  tinned  food,  was  voluntarily  surrendered — the  quantity 
was  small. 


Factories  Act. 

No  action  was  found  necessary. 


Generally. 

I regret  that  owing  to  pressure  of  work  this  must  again  be  a 
very  brief  report.  Obviously  I have  not  been  able  to  detail  much  of 
my  Public  Health  work,  much  of  which  is  done  verbally,  and 
problems  arising  have  been  promptly  disposed  of  on  the  spot. 

P.  R.  Bradley,  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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